
Rat or Mouse?

RATMOUSE

Larger head 
comparative 
to body size

Smaller head 
comparative 
to body size

RATMOUSE RATMOUSE

Larger 
‘clown’ feet 

Smaller feet 
that are 

proportionate 
to body size 

Thicker 
tail 

Thinner 
tail 

Mice and juvenile rats can 
look very similar but there’s 
a couple of features to look 
for to help tell them apart.

As a general rule, juvenile 
rats have bigger 
features relative to their 
body size and look slightly 
out of proportion.

This includes bigger feet 
(‘clown feet’), head, ears 
and also a thicker tail.

Whereas, a mouse's feet, 
head, ears, and tail look 
proportionate to its body 
size.


